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Background

The initiative to establish a cross-border collaboration project in the Euro-Arctic Barents
Region was taken in April 1992 by the former Norwegian Minister of Foreign Affairs
Thorvald Stoltenberg. At a meeting in Kirkenes, Norway, on the 11 January 1993,
between the foreign ministers of the countries involved a declaration of co-operation
was signed between the Nordic countries, Russia and the EG Commission. Through this
declaration the Barents Council was established. In addition to yearly meetings at the
foreign ministerial level meetings should also be arranged between the ministers of the
environment, communications, culture, financial affairs and business relations under the
auspices of the Barents Council. Furthermore, the importance to establish a strong
regionally based collaboration was emphasized. Thus, to a great extent the collaboration
Is supposed to be conducted by actors on the local and regional level in initiating and
coordinating roles. Special attention should, for example, be drawn to the situation of
the indigenous peoples.

In the Barents co-operation declaration a broad repertoire of co-operative forms and
measures are envisaged. Much of this presumes, at least in the short term, that financial
resources can be mobilized in the Nordic countries or in other parts of Western Europe.
The environmental problems are of a central interest, in particular civilian and military
use of nuclear power as well as the deposition of nuclear waste. Scientific and technical
co-operation is evidently important ingredients both in the work that has to be devoted
to the solution of pollution problems, and in the work that isaiming at achieving a more
efficient use of the region’s natural resources.

Emphasisis also put on the development of an economic co-operation. Agreements will
have to be reached about forms for trade exchange and other business relations across
the Russian border. The importance of developing collaboration concerning energy
conservation, restructuring of military industries and establishments for civilian use as
well as achieving an increased level of efficiency and quality in agricultural production
in the Russian part of the region are specifically mentioned in the agreement.

Another important area of co-operation is the improvement of transport and
telecommunication facilities. The volume and timing of infrastructural investments form
significant prerequisites for the manner in which contacts and collaboration will
develop.

In order to foster the interest in co-operation in such a politicaly, economically,
ethnically and linguistically diverse region great attention must be devoted to activities
of asocia and cultural character. This fact is also emphasized in the declaration of co-



operation. To develop the region’s cultural identity and common profile towards the
surrounding world is a crucia task for the regional Barents Council. A transregional
identity project cannot be elaborated by actors at the national level.

Research about the Barents Region at Umea University

The existing situation in the Barents Region provides a strong motive to create an active
and multifaceted R&D co-operation. Such a co-operation might contribute to the
satisfaction of the needs of information, to finding solutions to problems, to making
obstacles and opportunities for co-operation more clear and, in general, to implanting
“seeds of togetherness’. Furthermore, the R& D communities in the Russian parts of the
region badly need to improve competence through a widening of their external relations.
The degree to which the restructuring towards a sustainable resource use, a competitive
market economy and an increasingly democratic political life succeeds might depend
upon how well import of new knowledge and its implementation can be achieved.

During the last few years a number of research activities concerning the Barents Region
have been initiated at Umed University. This focus of interest has recently been
significantly substantiated. Today, several projects are investigating a number of
economic, political, and ecological aspects of the changed situation in the region. For
obvious reasons this research is to a large extent conducted in collaboration with other
universities and research institutions. A determined effort to establish collaboration with
researchersin different parts of the Barents Region has brought Umea University into an
extensive research network devoted to the study of issues related to the development of
the region.

It is natural to pay specia attention to the Russian situation in order to understand the
problems and opportunities that present themselves with the establishment of the
Barents Region. In Russia we find many of the serious environmental problems that
complicate and even threaten an intensified co-operation in the new region. At the same
time here we aso find the largest population concentration, unexploited natural
resources and a huge constrained consumption demand, a fact that in itself represents a
potential development opportunity.

To study Russian life requires good relations to Russian researchers and the
establishment of such relations requires long and persistent efforts. Thus, a necessary
step in the establishment of research about the Barents Region is to strengthen and
widen the contacts that have already been established with Russian researchers and
scientific institutions. In Umea there are researchers with the linguistic competence that
IS required to achieve afruitful collaboration with Russian researchers. As a part of the
long term effort to develop contacts and strengthen the linguistic competence on the
Russian side younger Russian researchers are continuously invited to spend some time
on scholarships at Umea University.



The Barents Programme

The research about the Barents Region that is currently being conducted at Umea
University is primarily connected to the Centre for Regional Science (CERUM) and the
departments of Political Science, Economics, Health and Environmental Protection and
Environmental Chemistry. In order to improve the information between the departments
engaged in research about the Barents Region and to improve coordination in the
endeavours to find financial support for these research activities CERUM has
established a special programme committee. People who are, in one way or another,
engaged in issues relating to the Barents Region have been invited to become members
of this committee. The progranmme committee has elected a smaller steering group
which consists of the following people:

Ass. Prof. UIf Wiberg, CERUM (chairman)

Research Assoc. Mats-Olov Olsson, CERUM (secretary)

Prof. Jan Ake Dellenbrant, Dept. of Political Science

Dr. Torgny Mossing, Dept. of Health and Environmental Protection.

At its inaugural meeting on January 18, 1994, the programme committee decided that
the activity developed by the committee should be labelled The Barents Programme —
The Umed University Multidiciplinary Research Programme on the Barents Region and
that the goals of this activity should be:

* toinitiate and procure the support for social scientific, natural science and humanistic
research on problems related to the Barents Region,

» towork for afurther development of research co-operation in the region, and

* to distribute information about on-going and planned research concerning the Barents
Region.

The committee should also organize seminars and conferences on the initiative from the
researchers participating in the network of the committee. In connection with these
seminars and conferences everyone interested should be offered an opportunity to
discussissues related to the activity in the programme.

The programme committee should be regarded as a resource for researchers who wish to
initiate studies about problems related to the Barents Region. Researchers should be
able to turn to the committee to discuss their ideas, evaluate the possibilities to find
financial support and to ask for contributions to cover costs that might arise in
connection with, for instance, journeysin the region.

For further information about the Barents Programme your are welcome to contact:

UIf Wiberg or Mats-Olov Olsson

Director of CERUM Telephone: +46 (0)90 166034
Telephone: +46 (0)90 166082 Email: Mats-Olov.Olsson@cerum.umu.se
Address:

CERUM, Umed University, S-901 87 Umed, Sweden, Telefax: 090-165121
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